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Thank You Bag Packers

A huge well done to our Year 5 children who raised an astonishing £1020.40 helping shoppers to pack
their purchases at Morrisons this week. The money raised will go towards covering the cost of the coach
for the children’s Year 6 residential trip in 2027.

| have received such lovely reports from members of the public who praised
the children for their politeness and good manners. Well done Year 5 for be- Q‘
ing wonderful ambassadors for our school. Jy

)5

A big thank you must go to Morrisons for allowing us to take part in bag “Q
packing. The cost of coaches is a very expensive part of any trip now and by
fundraising, the children are ensuring that our school trips remain inclusive

and the financial burden on parents and carers is reduced. A big thank you to
everyone who donated money to support the children.
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Another Big Thank you

We are always on the look out for items to improve our OPAL provision for the children at lunchtimes. For
a long time Mrs Howell has been trying to sourcea '
large pipe for the children to use as a tunnel, but sad-
ly she kept on meeting a blank wall. However, last
Friday, the wonderful Mr Richard Harries of John Da-
vidson Pipes Ltd, who are based at Ely, took pity on
us and today, an enormous 6m long pipe was deliv-
ered to school! The children have been overjoyed to
have something to crawl through and over and it has
already become a very exciting part of our OPAL
playtimes. We are so very grateful to Mr Harries for
such a kind gift and we all send him our thanks. Mr
Harries has promised that he will visit us soon to see
OPAL in action.
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Keeping Children Safe In the Digital Age

Please can we remind parents and carers of the importance of closely monitoring children’s use of mes-
saging apps such as WhatsApp and Stars, which many children are now using as it is marketed as being
safe for children to use. Unfortunately, | have had to deal with a number of issues in school this week
where images have been shared inappropriately and without consent and homophobic bullying has taken
place via messages on these apps.

As you will be aware, WhatsApp has a minimum age requirement of 13+. Children under the age of 13 are
only allowed to use WhatsApp if a parent or guardian sets up and manages the account for them. If your
child is using social media apps please can you ensure you are checking their messages and group chats
each day and that you talk to your child about respectful communications and behaviour when they are
online.

Thank you for your support in this matter.
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Care and Leaning Centré

For general queries regarding the Care and Learning Centre, please contact the school office by email on:
clcoffice@monkfieldpark.cambs.sch.uk or by telephoning 01954 273377.

To speak with a member of the Care and Learning Centre staff please telephone 01954 273301

Growing

The children have been thrilled to find that many of the seeds we planted at the end of last week are al-
ready growing! Each day we have checked the soil to see if it is dry or damp, and watered them when nec-
essary. This week we have also planted some bean seeds as a group. We planted the beans in a transpar-
ent cup so that we are able to observe the shoot and root as the beans begin to grow. We have also learnt
a rhyme about a growing seed and pretended to be growing seeds ourselves, whilst moving to music.

Read Write Inc

The children in the Rabbit Group have been learning the next set of Read Write Inc pictures and sounds
this week. Look out for a video on Evidence Me to help you practise at home.

Parking

Please can we politely remind you that parking is prohibited on double yellow lines and within the yellow
zig-zag lines outside school at all times; this includes stopping to set down or pick up passengers. Although
the verge is not on school property we would request that parents and carers do not put our children in
danger by stopping or parking in this area as it increases the likelihood of an accident. Thank you for your
support and understanding in this important matter and for working with us to ensure the safety of all the
children and staff at Monkfield Park.

Best wishes

Jane Turner

Early Years Teacher and Pre-School Manager
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